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I will begin by reviewing a method for constructing contractible compact manifolds, due to
Kervaire in 1969. The d-disk is of course an example, but for d > 3 there are plenty of
examples of contractible compact d-manifolds whose boundary is not simply connected;
such manifolds are of course not homeomorphic to the d-disk. I will then discuss a new
result on the group of homeomorphisms of such a manifold, joint with Randal-Williams. We
study the normal subgroup consisting of homeomorphisms acting trivially on the boundary
and our main result is that, at least in dimension d > 5, this subgroup is contractible.
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