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Abstract:

Pseudoholomorphic curve methods have been prevalent in symplectic topology ever since their
introduction in Gromov’s seminal paper in the eighties. In this sequel to last week’s talk, I will give an
introduction to the moduli space of these curves, discussing such topics as transversality, compactness,
and bubbling. I will also survey the use of these moduli spaces in defining invariants of symplectic and
contact manifolds. Examples include Gromov-Witten invariants as well as various flavors of homology,
of which I will try to sketch at least one.
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