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TOPOLOGY SEMINAR

There is a natural map from the mapping class group of any manifold to the (outer)
automorphism group of its fundamental group. In general, this map is neither injective
nor surjective. In this talk, we will show that an associated short exact sequence splits,
which gives rise to a semi-direct product structure on the mapping class group when the
3-manifold contains copies of S2 x S1. (This is joint work with Nathan Broaddus and
Andrew Putman.)
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