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This talk will explore – from a Thomistic perspective – the question of what it means to
ascribe truth to mathematical propositions. In particular, I will focus on Aquinas' claim
that the truth of geometrical judgments is grounded in the faculty of imagination. The
central question motivating the talk is this: What does it mean to say that non-Euclidean
geometries are true? I will look at two (mid)modern attempts to answer this question, one
by an appeal to the imagination (Helmholtz) and the other by an appeal to empirical
measurement (Einstein). Finally, I will explore how Aquinas himself might have
answered the question, and whether he could have accepted Euclidean and non-Euclidean
geometries as mathematics in the same sense.
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